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SUMMARY 

Effective December 2021, Maryland implemented changes to the expungement process for the 
SNAP program.  SNAP benefits that have been dormant for 274 days will be expunged.   

The final rule of SNAP: 2008 Farm Bill Provisions on Clarification of Split Issuance; Accrual of 
Benefits and Definition Changes was published on August 24, 2020.  The final rule amends 
SNAP regulations to implement provisions of the 2008 Farm Bill regarding monthly benefit 
issuance allotments, storage of benefits off-line, and permanent expungement of unused benefits, 
as well as related benefits expungement and off-line storage provisions.  To comply with the 
final rule, Maryland implemented the expungement processes in the new Maryland Eligibility 
and Enrollment (E&E) System.  The following list summarizes the expungement requirements: 

● State agencies must expunge unused benefits after 9 months, which is equivalent to 274
days.

● State agencies must send a notice to individual households no later than 30 days prior to
expunging benefits.

● State agencies must expunge the remaining SNAP account balance of households when a



 
 

death match is verified for all certified members of the household.  
 
For customers who have inactivity in their EBT account for 274 days, the benefits are expunged 
on the benefit level.  Individual benefit authorizations are expunged if they are 274 days and 
older from the availability date (the date the benefit actually becomes available to the 
cardholder).  
Maryland will expunge the remaining SNAP account balance of households when a death match 
is verified for all certified members of the household.  When a SNAP account is marked as 
deceased, E&E will trigger same day expungement.  
 
The updated changes with notices took effect on December 9, 2021, in the new E&E system.  

 
REQUIRED ACTION: 
 
No action is required by the local departments.  The E&E system will be updated to recognize 
EBT cards with no account activity of more than 274 days, or when a death match occurs and 
apply the appropriate system activities automatically.  
 
INQUIRIES: 
  
Please direct policy questions to FIA Policy by completing the FIA Policy Information Request 
Form found on Knowledge Base or via email at fia.policy@maryland.gov for Montgomery 
County only.  
 
For system questions, please email fia.bsdm@maryland.gov. 
 
cc: DHS Executive Staff   

FIA Management Staff  
DHS Help Desk 
Constituent Services 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 

https://kb.dhs.maryland.gov/family-investment-administration/contact-us-with-your-fia-program-eligibility-policy-question/
https://kb.dhs.maryland.gov/family-investment-administration/contact-us-with-your-fia-program-eligibility-policy-question/
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